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SUBJECT: GUN COURT ACT AMENDED: GAG LEGISLATION BEING DRAFTED 

REF: KINGSTON 0164 

1 . THE GUN COURT AMENDMENT ACT REPLACING THE SENTENCE OF 
INDEFINITE DETENTION WITH MANDATORY LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR 
ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS WAS INTRODUCED AND PASSED IN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 22. IT ALSO PROVIDES 
FOR THE SUBSTITUTION OF THE FULL COURT DIVISION WITH A HIGH 
COURT JUDGE SITTING WITHOUT A JURY AND FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
THE REVIEW BOARD. 

2. THE AMENDMENT IS THE RESULT OF A DECISION OF THE JUDICIAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL THAT THE SENTENCE OF INDEFINITE 
DETENTION WAS UNCONSTITUTIONAL AS WAS THE FULL COURT 
DIVISION. SENATE PASSAGE OF THE AMENDED ACT IS EXPECTED 
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3. DURING THE DEBATE ON THE ACT, NATIONAL SECURITY 
MINISTER MUNN ANNOUNCED NEW LEGISLATION IS BEING 
DRAFTED "...AIMED AT ANYONE WHO BY CONDUCT OR ACTION 
INVITES DISOBEDIENCE TO THE LAWFULLY CONSTITUYD AUTHORITY 
OF THE STATE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE PARLIAMENT AND THE POLICE, 

OR CREATES DISAFFECTION WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF BRINGING DULY CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY INTO 
DISREPUTE." PENALTIES PROPOSED FOR 

THESE NEW OFFENSES 

WILL INVOLVE NOT ONLY IMPRISONMENT BUT ALSO DISQUALIFICA- 
TION FROM HOLDING PUBLIC AND POLITICAL OFFICES AND THE 
RESTRICTION OF CERTAIN ELECTORAL RIGHTS. 

4. MUNN ANNOUNCED ALSO THAT OTHER LEGISLATION IS BEING 
PREPARED TO PROVIDE FOR MANDATORY LIFE IMPRISONMENT ON 
CONVICTION FOR THE FOLLOWING OFFENSES: 

A. UNLAWFUL MANUFACTURING OR POSSESSION OR USE OF 
BOMBS, INCEDIARY BOMBS, MOLOTOV COCKTAILS AND LIKE 
OBJECTS OR DESTRUCTION, AND 

B. UNLAWFUL IMPORTATION, POSSESSION OR USE OF 
DYNAMITE OR OTHER DANGEROUS EXPLOSIVES. 

5. INCREASED PENALTIES FOR INCITING PERSON OR 
PERSONS TO COMMIT ANY UNLAWFUL ACTS OF VIOLENCE WILL 
ALSO BE LEGISLATED ACCORDING TO THE MINISTER. 

6. COMMENT: HAVING WATCHED P.M. MANLEY PLACE TOTAL 
BLAME FOR THE RECENT RIOTING ON THE OPPOSITION, THERE 
IS LITTLE DOUBT LOCALLY THAT IT ALSO IS THE TARGET OF 
THE NEW "GAG" LEGISLATION. BY HIS "ACTS AND UTTERANCES" 

THE PM CONTINUES TO TERRIFY A LARGE SEGMENT OF THE 
POPULATION, WHO SEE THE NEW LEGISLATION AS AN ACT TO 
ABOLISH FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 
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